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ARCHBISHOP KIHG TO SWIFT

Dublin, September 7, 1708.

REVEREND SIR,

I RECEIVED yours of the 28th of August last, your letters
are always very acceptable tome,andthereforeyouneed[not]
suspect that I will think them troublesome. The general-
ity of the world writ in a mask and the want of a true know-
ledge of the humour of people on your side the water,
cause many errors on this. One comes from England and
tells with confidence that the Ministry and Court expect
such a thing from us, that we shall be lost in their opinion
if we do not comply, and vouch A and B etc. for what he
says; none do inquire into the truth of what he affirms
nor have the generality any way to do so, and therefore
they run after him like a flock of sheep, and very often into
a pit At first when this artifice was used, I was surprised
and thought I ventured much when [I] presumed to oppose
mischievous things, and when so recommended. But a little
experience taught me either that such allegations were
absolutely false, or if any truth in them they were procured
by persuading those great men, that either the humour of
the people of Ireland would be gratified by the recom-
mendation, or that the necessity of the affairs of Ireland in
order to serve the Ministry required it For I found the good
of Ireland has no weight at all. And it is a great mistake
in all the applications we make, to allege as we commonly
do that such a thing will help or mischief us, for perhaps
those considerations will have a quite different effect from
what we intend; and therefore I have always advised those
that have expressed their fear of such a matter, and run
into the detail of the inconveniences that would follow it,
to conceal their thoughts, and not discover that it would
have such consequences. Perhaps if those to whom they
make application to prevent them knew what would follow,
it would be an insuperable argument for their doing it It
moves one's spleen to find a clergyman pressing the ruin

1 In King's Correspondence. See Preface.pening the letter, as to the person to whom it
